LAWYERS IN LOVE:  DIVERSITY AND INSIDE INFORMATION AT ABA CONFERENCE IN LOS ANGELES

========================================================

By Moses Avalon

This October, the American Bar Association’s Sports & Entertainment Division held its annual conference in Los Angeles.  For me, a non-attorney who navigates a lot in music-business legal circles, the ABA was a chance to get some face-time with many of the best music lawyers that I interact with during the year.  For the lawyers it’s far more than that.

This year’s panels drew packed rooms with many of the usual suspects but also a plenary of new faces including a large number of younger attorneys (some still in law school) and an infusion of ethnic diversity and women whose proportions have tilted noticeably from my last ABA coverage about four years ago.

It was great to see some of the stars in this universe, lawyers like Jeff and Todd Brabec (who were switching name tags just to screw with us), Ken Abdo, Peter Strand, and Gary Watson, not only on panels but attending each other’s talks. Proving that half of being smart is knowing where you can learn some more. Plus, with so many legislative issues confronting us in the last quarter of 2006 and the first quarter of 2007, the ABA forums served as both a briefing and a preview of important things to come.

Panels of particular note included Marcelino Ford-Livene’s panel on New Technology Megatrends.  This panel suggested that total home-media integration with our appliances is right around the corner. Soon you will be able to have your refrigerator download MP3s so you can listen to them on your microwave.

The most alarming information came from the panel called Clearing Music Rights, moderated by Robert Rosenbloum and starring two rivals, Jacqueline Charlesworth of the NMPA (Harry Fox) and David King who represented Universal’s record division.  The two sparred on the all-important decision that was before the Copyright Office this month on whether master ring-tone licensing will carry with it a compulsory license.  

King seemed to be on the defensive from Charlesworth’s throws. Acusing UMV of having a callous attitude towards the publishing trade’s desire to license (or not license) to whomever they wish.  But King, delivered the knock-out punch in this debate with his retort, suggesting that compulsory licensing will mean a lot more complications than it eliminates. (See more on this below)

FEED ME PLEASE

Forget legal junk.  Food was the king of the show this year.  Social events at the Century Mall’s French 75 served up some the best cuisine I’ve seen at one of these events.  There was some friction about allowing, me, an independent journalist into the conference as there was a finite amount of resources to accommodate freeloaders like myself.  So, I made sure to exploit my press credentials and consume as much filet mignon and tuna tartar as I could. 

All kidding aside, Watson and his team, Christien Lepera, Janine Small and Todd Brabec, really pulled off one of the warmest ABA events in entertainment law that I can recall in recent history. Next year the Chair will be held by veteran law professor and mega-music lawyer Lon Sobal whose term begins in February of 2007.
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